A Word from the Pastors
As we enter into Advent, as we look forward to celebrating once more the astonishing
story of Mary’s son, the one who meets “the hopes and fears of all the years,” we wonder
where the year has gone and what the new one holds, wonder whether we have time to
accomplish everything on our lists. We try to make our homes into places of warmth and
light and hospitality, ready to celebrate with friends and family. Home is a place where we
Connect, Grow, and Serve. Yet while we long to be at home during this season, for many of
us it is a time of hurry and rushing around, when we often find ourselves away from home
on the way from one thing to the next – overbooked and wearied, not there yet.
For Advent and Christmas this year at Trinity, we’re going to be On the Way Home. Even
as we rejoice that God made Godself at home with us in Jesus, we see that much in our
world, in our community, in our lives shows that the renovation of humanity is still
underway and that much work remains to be done. Each Sunday in worship services and in
our advent study Christmas in the Four Gospel Homes by Cynthia M. Campbell, we’ll be
becoming a little more at home in the kingdom of heaven, getting a little further along the
way with the help of Mark, Matthew, Luke, and John. We are not there yet, but this Advent
and Christmas at Trinity we’re On the Way Home.
Within this booklet is a way to hallow your home this Advent season. The daily scripture
readings offer a snack-sized portion of Scripture to sustain you through the long days and
dark nights. By reserving time together to read aloud the Scripture passage and Candle
lighting liturgies, we remind ourselves of the holiness of the season. Darken the room
before you light the candles, and after the candles have been lit, take some time to reflect
on Hope, Love, Peace, or Joy, on how Christmas is at home in each Gospel, on how the
Gospel comes to be at home in us. Prepare the way of the Lord!

In Christ,
Pastor Scott and Pastor Carsten

The Meaning of Advent
Advent is a season of four weeks including four Sundays. Advent derives from the
Latin adventus, which means “coming.” The season proclaims the comings of the
Christ—whose birth we prepare to celebrate once again, who comes continually
in Word and Spirit, and whose return in final victory we anticipate. Each year
Advent calls the community of faith to prepare for these comings; historically, the
season was marked by fasts for preparation.
The Advent wreath is a simple circle of evergreen branches, a sign of life without
end; its four Advent candles encircle a central white Christ candle. Some
traditions use the color rose on the Third Sunday of Advent and for this reason
use three purple candles and one rose candle.*
The four candles of advent are often associated with specific themes and events
surrounding the coming of Christ. The first candle, called the “Prophecy Candle”
symbolizes hope and reminds us of the expectation of the prophets of the Old
Testament. The second candle, the “Bethlehem Candle” represents love and faith
and it marks the journey of Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem.
* Adapted from The Services of the Baptismal Covenant of The United Methodist Church as Revised to
Align with the 2008 Book of Discipline and Book of Resolutions,” Copyright © 1976, 1980, 1985, 1989,
2009 The United Methodist Publishing House. Used by permission.

The third candle is often colored pink to highlight the theme of joy, in contrast
with the purple candles that signify penitence, humility, and royalty. The rose
candle, called the “Shepherd’s Candle” marks the midpoint of Advent and the joy
of Christ’s arrival. The fourth candle — the “Angel’s Candle” — signifies the
message of peace brought by the heavenly hosts. The white “Christ Candle”
symbolizes the sinless purity of the life of Christ.

Blessing the Advent Wreath
Christ came to bring us salvation and has promised to come again.
Let us pray that we may always be ready to welcome him.
Come, Lord Jesus.
That the keeping of Advent may open our hearts to God’s love, R
That the light of Christ may penetrate the darkness of sin, R
That this wreath may constantly remind us
to prepare for the coming of Christ, R
That the Christmas season may fill us with peace and joy
as we strive to follow the example of Jesus, R
Loving God, your Church joyfully awaits the coming of its Savior,
who enlightens our hearts
and dispels the darkness of ignorance and sin.
Pour forth your blessings upon us as we light the candles of this wreath.
May their light reflect the splendor of Christ,
who is Lord, for ever and ever. Amen.*

Lighting of the Advent Candles
Each Sunday of Advent may include the lighting of the Advent candles by an
appointed family or person. Each Sunday one additional candle is lighted until all
four are lighted. Finally, on Christmas Eve and Day, the middle white candle is
lighted. A nativity scene replaces the Advent wreath after Christmas Day.*

Daily Scripture Readings
Nov. 21:
Nov. 22:
Nov. 23:
Nov. 24:
Nov. 25:
Nov. 26:
Nov. 27:

Matthew 25:1-13
Psalm 130
Isaiah 26:7-10
Lamentations 3:19-26
Luke 2:25-32
2 Peter 3:8-13
Psalm 122; Matthew 24:36-44
•••
Nov. 28: Genesis 17:1-8
Nov. 29: Psalm 119:159-170
Nov. 30: Zechariah 9:9-12
Dec. 1: Matthew 12:1-23

Dec. 2:
Dec. 3:
Dec. 4:

Romans 8:19-29
1 Corinthians 15:12-22
Isaiah 11:1-10; Matthew 3:1-12
•••
Dec. 5: Exodus 19:1-11
Dec. 6: Luke 12:35-40
Dec. 7: Psalm 98
Dec. 8: Romans 13:11-14
Dec. 9: Mark 13:28-37
Dec. 10: 1 Peter 1:13-16
Dec. 11: Isaiah 35:1-10; Matthew 11:2-11

Dec. 12:
Dec. 13:
Dec. 14:
Dec. 15:
Dec. 16:
Dec. 17:
Dec. 18:

Exodus 23:1-9
Genesis 19:1-13
Psalm 121
Jeremiah 7:1-7
Luke 9:51-58
Matthew 25:31-46
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19;
Matthew 1:18-25

Dec. 19:
Dec. 20:
Dec. 21:
Dec. 22:
Dec. 23:
Dec. 24:
Dec. 25:

Matthew 10:16-31
Luke 13:31-35
Mark 6:31-35
Philippians 2:12-15
John 3:1-3, 7-12
Hebrews 5:7-10
Psalm 96; Luke 2:1-14

Advent Worship Service†
WEEK ONE (HOPE) • MARK’S HOUSE
Mark 1:1-11
Speaker 1: Lighting a candle in the darkness helps us find our way. In darkness
we lose direction. We cannot see where we have been or where we are going. A
single candle, flickering brightly, helps us find our way again.
Speaker 2: “Stir up your might, and come to save us. Restore us, O God; let your
face shine, that we may be saved” (Psalm 80:2b-3).
The first candle is lit.
Speaker 3: Light one candle; see it glow
Brightly, so that all may know
How one candle shows the way
Making our darkness bright as God’s day.
Speaker 4: Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved.
All pray: Dear God, on this first Sunday in Advent, let this light shine brightly as
the days grow shorter, so that we will be ready for your face to shine upon us at
Christmas. In the Savior’s name we pray. Amen.

WEEK TWO (LOVE) • MATTHEW’S HOUSE
Matthew 1:18-25; 2:13-15, 19-23
Speaker 1: Fire burns. It hurts. It can destroy. Fire also gives warmth and light.
The coming of Christ is both a day of judgment and a day of promise. Two candles,
flickering brightly, help us remember that the coming of Christ has many meanings.
Speaker 2: “Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace
will kiss each other. Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will look down from the sky” (Psalm 85:10-11).
The first two candles are lit.

Speaker 3: Light two candles; see them glow
Brightly, so that all may know
How two candles show the way
Making our darkness bright as God’s day.
Speaker 4: Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will
look down from the sky.
All pray: Dear God, we have much to do and we are not sure we will be ready for the
day of your coming. In Advent’s light, help us to see what is important: to be who you
want us to be, and to do what you would have us do. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

WEEK THREE (JOY) • LUKE’S HOUSE
Luke 2:1-14
Speaker 1: The light glowing from our Advent wreath is burning brighter. This
radiance warms our hearts and fills us with joy! The Lord has done great things for
us. Let us rejoice.
Speaker 2: “May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. Those who go out
weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves” (Psalm 126:5-6).
The first three candles are lit.
Speaker 3: Light three candles, see them glow
Brightly, so that all may know
How three candles show the way
Making our darkness bright as God’s day.
Speaker 4: Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come
home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves.
All pray: Dear God, we carry many burdens and worry over many things. Help us to
hear your promise in this Advent season, that in hearing, we may receive the Spirit’s
gift of joy. And may our spirits be kept sound at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, in
whose name we pray. Amen.

WEEK FOUR (PEACE) • JOHN’S HOUSE
John 1:1-5, 14
Speaker 1: Once God’s plan was a mystery, hidden from our sight. Now God has
disclosed what was kept secret for so very long; he has brought it out in the light.
In the brighter light on this fourth Sunday in Advent, may we see more clearly the
glory of God in Christ and sing of the steadfast love of the Lord forever.
Speaker 2: “With my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations. I
declare that your steadfast love is established forever; your faithfulness is as firm
as the heavens” (Psalm 89:1b-2).

All four Advent candles are lit.
Speaker 3: Light four candles, see them glow
Brightly, so that all may know
How four candles show the way
Making our darkness bright as God’s day.
Speaker 4: I declare that your steadfast love is established forever; your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.
All pray: Dear God, your faithfulness has been great, leading us to this day of anticipation and celebration. May the glorious light of your steadfast love shine brightly in us
and through us, that all may give you praise and glory. In the Savior’s name we pray.
Amen.

CHRISTMAS EVE
All four candles are lit before the reading begins.
Speaker 1: The season for watching and waiting is over. The people who walked
in darkness have seen a great light. This is the light of the world, and the darkness
cannot extinguish it.
The Christ candle is lit.
Speaker 2: “O sing to the Lord a new song; Sing to the Lord, all the earth.
Tell of his salvation from day to day. “Declare his glory among the nations,

His marvelous works among all the peoples” (Psalm 96:1-3).
Speaker 3: “Ascribe to the Lord,
O families of the peoples,
Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;
Bring an offering, and come into his courts.
Worship the Lord in holy splendor;
Tremble before him, all the earth” (Psalm 96:7-9).
Speaker 4: “Say among the nations, ‘The Lord is King!’
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice.
He will judge the world with righteousness,
And the peoples with his truth” (Psalm 96:10a, 11a, 13b).

Joseph, Mary, and Jesus portrayed by artist Rita Corbin.
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