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December 24, 2022 
7:30pm Service 



 

John U. Bell, III by Gayle Bell, Lysse, Jeff, Thad, and Gene Bell 

JB and ML Bishop and Matthew Jinnette and Ashlee Carr by Mellanie and Michael Jinnette 

William and Lily Breedin by Lynn Breedin 

Minnie Campbell by Caroline Hudson 

Richard Conant by Kim Conant 

Dorothy Conant and Dorothy Peters by Kim and Richard Conant 

Russell Conant and Ralph Peters by Kim and Richard Conant  

Ralph and Martha Coombs by Martha Ann Maynard 

Betty Corley by Maree Price 

The Cunningham Family by Pam Cunningham 

Bill Dower by Jacquelyn Dower 

Sandy Hanna by Rita Moore 

Marvin J. Hiner Family, William Barker Family by Eugene & Hilda Hiner 

Parks, Crawford and Lynia Hutto by Ginny Hutto 

Joseph and Lillian Maynard by Martha Ann Maynard 

Janet McCorkle by Ginny Hutto 

Maudine and Keith McGee by Lynn Breedin 

Samuel Moore by Rita Moore 

Brian Mulcahy by Lou Ann Mulcahy 

Betty Price by Caroline Hudson 

Rev. and Mrs. Howard S. Price, Sr. by Buddy and Maree Price 

Resound by Mellanie Jinnette 

Cory Rogers, Ashley Rogers, Caroline Rogers, Ellis Cate Rogers by Dianne Sizemore 

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Shuman by Buddy and Maree Price 

Chris Sparrow, Kerry Sparrow, Emily Sparrow, Anna Sparrow by Dianne Sizemore 

Trinity Chancel Choir by Audrey Brown 

Rev. and Mrs. Carl Turbeville by Buddy and Maree Price 

My Children (Daniel, Kimberly, Gracie, and Neely Tuten) by Donna Kirkland 

Carl H. Venable by Dawn Crites 

My Brother (Curtis) and wife (Laura);  
My Sisters (Dale, Annette, Marlene) and their children by Donna G Kirkland 

Our Children by Buddy and Maree Price 

POINSETTIAS 



O R D E R  O F  W O R S H I P  

 
G A T H E R I N G  

Prelude   Almond Ponge
  

Processional Anthem “Once in Royal David’s City” Chancel Choir 

 

Advent Candle Song 

Advent Candle Lighting Liturgy  Dan & Hannelore Simmons 

Reader 1: The season for watching and waiting is 
over. The people who walked in darkness have 
seen a great light. This is the light of the world, 
and the darkness cannot extinguish it. 

The Christ candle is lit. 

Reader 2: “O sing to the Lord a new song; 
Sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
Tell of his salvation from day to day. 
“Declare his glory among the nations, 
His marvelous works among all the peoples” 

Reader 1: “Ascribe to the Lord, O families of  
the peoples, 

Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
Bring an offering, and come into his courts. 
Worship the Lord in holy splendor; 
Tremble before him, all the earth”  
(Psalm 96:7-9). 

Reader 2: “Say among the nations, ‘The Lord is 
King!’ Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth 
rejoice. He will judge the world with 
righteousness, and the peoples with his truth.”  

The Bidding Prayer  Rev. Scott W. Smoak 

Beloved in Christ, 

this Christmas Eve it is our duty and delight 
 to prepare ourselves to hear again the 
 message of the angels, and to go in heart and 
 mind to Bethlehem, and see this thing which is 
 come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. 

Therefore let us hear again from Holy Scripture 
 the tale of the loving purposes of God from the 
 first days of our sin until the glorious 
 redemption brought us by this holy Child; and 
 let us make this house of prayer glad with our 
 carols of praise. 

But first, because this of all things would rejoice 
 Jesus’ heart, let us pray to him for the needs of 
 the whole world, and all his people; for peace 
 upon the earth he came to save; for love and 

 unity within the one Church he did build; for 
 goodwill among all peoples. 

 And particularly at this time let us remember 
 the poor, the cold, the hungry, the oppressed; 
 the sick and them that mourn; the lonely and 
 the unloved; the aged and the little children; 
 and all who know not the Lord Jesus, or who 
 love him not, or who by sin have grieved his 
 heart of love. 

Lastly let us remember all those who rejoice with 
 us, but upon another shore and in a greater 
 light, that multitude which no one can 
 number, whose hope was in the Word made 
 flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we 
 for evermore are one. 

Blessing   Rev. Scott W. Smoak 

The almighty God bless us with divine grace, 

      Christ give us the joys of everlasting life, 

      and unto the fellowship of the citizens above 

      may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen. 



Carol  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” UMH 196 

A  S E R V I C E  O F  L E S S O N S  A N D  C A R O L S  

First Lesson  Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19 Audrey Brown 
God announces in the Garden of Eden Adam and Eve’s punishment for their  

rebellion and that the seed of woman shall bruise the serpent's head. 

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in 
the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and 
the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the Lord God among the trees of the 
garden. 

But the Lord God called to the man, and said to 
him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the 
sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, 
because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 

He said, “Who told you that you were naked? 
Have you eaten from the tree of which I 
commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The 
woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave 
me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord 
God said to the woman, “What is this that you 
have done?” The woman said, “The serpent 
tricked me, and I ate.” 

The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you 
have done this, cursed are you among all animals 
and among all wild creatures; upon your belly 
you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of 
your life. I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your offspring and hers; he 
will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

And to the man he said, “Because you have 
listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten 
of the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You 
shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because 
of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of 
your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth 
for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread 
until you return to the ground, for out of it you 
were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall 
return.” 

Second Lesson Genesis 22:15-18 Michelle Dobson 
God promises to Abraham that by his descendants 

all the nations of the earth shall obtain blessing. 

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a 
second time from heaven, and said, “By myself I 
have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have 
done this, and have not withheld your son, your 
only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make 
your offspring as numerous as the stars of 

heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. 
And your offspring shall possess the gate of their 
enemies, and by your offspring shall all the 
nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, 
because you have obeyed my voice.”  

Carol  “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” UMH 211 
  (stanzas 1, 2, 4, 7) 

Third Lesson Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 Hannelore Simmons 
The prophet announces the birth of a king to a people in darkness. 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a 
great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness— on them light has shined. For a child 
has been born for us, a son given to us; authority 
rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow 

continually, and there shall be endless peace for 
the throne of David and his kingdom. He will 
establish and uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time onward and 
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do 
this. 



Anthem  “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”  Audrey Brown 

Fourth Lesson Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6-9 Kim Conant 
The king is coming and will usher in a reign of justice for  

the poor and peace for all of God’s creation.  

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The 
spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel 
and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the 
Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or 
decide by what his ears hear; but with 
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide 
with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall 
strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and 
with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard 
shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion 
and the fatling together, and a little child shall 
lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, 
their young shall lie down together; and the lion 
shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall 
play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned 
child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They 
will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord as the waters cover the sea.  

Fifth Lesson  Luke 1:26-35, 38 Mellanie Jinnette 
The angel Gabriel announces to the virgin Mary that she will give birth  

to God’s promised Son whose kingdom shall never end. 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by 
God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name 
was Mary. And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 
But she was much perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The 
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God. And now, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 
will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be 

called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord 
God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
David. He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I 
am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son 
of God. Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant 
of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 
word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

Carol  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” UMH 230 

Sixth Lesson Luke 2:1-7 Mary Peyton Wall 
Against a backdrop of emperors and taxes, Jesus is born.  

In those days a decree went out from Emperor 
Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
This was the first registration and was taken 
while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to 
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also 
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 
because he was descended from the house and 

family of David. He went to be registered with 
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child. While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn.  

Anthem  “On a Night of Wonder” Chancel Choir 



Seventh Lesson Luke 2:8-16 Lynn Robertson 
The shepherds go to see the Savior of the world, lying in a manger.  

In that region there were shepherds living in the 
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: 
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 
and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was 

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 
whom he favors!” When the angels had left them 
and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that has taken place, which the Lord 
has made known to us.” So they went with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying 
in the manger.  

Carol  “The First Noel” UMH 245 
  (stanza 1) 

Eighth Lesson Matthew 2:1-11 Rev. Carsten A. Bryant 
The wise men follow a star to find the child Jesus, the King of the Jews.  

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child 
who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to 
pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, 
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 
and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 
the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by 
the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of 
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to 
shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly 
called for the wise men and learned from them 

the exact time when the star had appeared. Then 
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 
search diligently for the child; and when you 
have found him, bring me word so that I may also 
go and pay him homage.” 

When they had heard the king, they set out; and 
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had 
seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place 
where the child was. When they saw that the 
star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 
joy. On entering the house, they saw the child 
with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 

Carol  “Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow” TFWS 2096 

Anthem  “We Seek the Tiny King” Chancel Choir 

Ninth Lesson John 1:1-14 Rev. Scott W. Smoak 
John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 
the beginning with God. All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being. What has come into being 
in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. 

The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. There was a man 
sent from God, whose name was John. He came 
as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him. He himself was not 
the light, but he came to testify to the light. The 
true light, which enlightens everyone, was 



coming into the world. He was in the world, and 
the world came into being through him; yet the 
world did not know him. He came to what was 
his own, and his own people did not accept him. 
But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God, 

who were born, not of blood or of the will of the 
flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the 
Word became flesh and lived among us, and we 
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only 
son, full of grace and truth. 

Pastoral Prayer  Rev. Scott W. Smoak 

C O M M U N I O N  

Confession and Pardon  Rev. Carsten A. Bryant 

The Great Thanksgiving  Rev. Scott W. Smoak 

Distribution of the Elements 

Prayer   Rev. Scott W. Smoak 

 

Closing Carol “Silent Night” UMH 239 

 

Benediction and Dismissal  Rev. Scott W. Smoak 

 

Postlude   Almond Ponge 
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